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YOUTH IN ACTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 21, 1997, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. METCALF) is recog-
nized during morning hour debates for
5 minutes.

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, over
the recess I had opportunity to visit
Youth in Action in Mount Vernon,
Washington, which is a city in my dis-
trict. Youth in Action was created in
Washington State to encourage school
age children living in multifamily
housing to participate in afterschool
programs.

While most parents would like to
spend more time with their children,
many parents are unable to do so be-
cause of their demanding jobs. The
Youth in Action program provides
adult supervision and engages children
in activities while parents are at work.

More importantly, these adults serve
as positive role models to children
whose parents are not able to be
present. Our children are not the sole
beneficiaries. Our communities also
benefit with lower crime rates, de-
creased vandalism, and reduction in
property damage. Programs such as
Youth in Action help encourage chil-
dren to excel and be active in positive
situations at an early age.

Mr. Speaker, it is during these form-
ative years that we can have the most
influence on these children by instill-
ing values and building positive char-
acter traits.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend Youth in Action for providing
this essential service to children of our
community, children who may need in-
spiration.

f

E-RATE IS TAX ON AMERICANS’
PHONE BILLS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 21, 1997, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. SCARBOROUGH) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker,
earlier this hour a friend of mine came
to the floor and was talking about his
support for the E-Rate system, the E-
Rate tax. He was also talking about
confusion surrounding that program.

While I certainly respect the gentle-
man’s opinions and understand his
viewpoints, I have got to tell my col-
leagues there should not be a whole lot
of confusion surrounding the E-Rate
tax, or the Gore tax as it is more com-
monly called. If there is, it is because
there was a backroom deal between
Vice President GORE and a bureaucrat
for the FCC.

Mr. Speaker, there should not be con-
fusion, but there may be because of the
tax increase on the phone bill of all
Americans which was passed on to
them secretly by the Vice President
and bureaucrats and not by elected of-
ficials in this Chamber.

It certainly violates all notions of
fair play and constitutional limits that
are passed on the Federal Government.
There may be confusion because the
FCC used heavy-handed tactics to try
and stop phone companies from telling
their consumers that a 5 percent tax
had been passed on to every one of
their phone bills secretly. Certainly,
that does add confusion.

Now, what the Gore tax does is
through the telecommunications bill it
misinterprets, or interprets very loose-
ly, a provision that they believe allows
the FCC to demand that telecommuni-
cation companies increase taxes on
phone bills by 5 percent and then
passes that money on to a new Federal
bureaucracy program.

We have heard, and we will hear
throughout this debate, that this tax is
about the children. That it is about
helping the children. And since I have
been in Washington, D.C., I have found
that there is not much that we pass on
this floor that somebody does not say
is about helping the children. Children,
children, children. That is all we hear
about.

Well, I say if this tax increase on
every American’s phone bill is so im-
portant for the children, then why do
we not invite the Vice President and
our tax-and-spend friends on the left to
come down to this Chamber and de-
bate, fairly and openly for all Ameri-
cans to see, the issues involved here?

America is not about passing tax in-
creases on to all Americans through a
bureaucracy, or for an administration
official to decide that, gee, this is a
really good program, let us tax all
Americans and not tell them about it.

What America is supposed to be
about, what this Chamber, the People’s
House, is supposed to be about, the epi-
center of freedom and democracy
across the world, it is supposed to be
about a fair and free, open debate.

Over 200 years ago, Thomas Jefferson
was talking about the promise and the
dream of America and what would
make the American Republic. What
Thomas Jefferson talked about was the
fair marketplace of ideas and the free
marketplace of ideas where Americans
from all sides of an issue could come
together and debate the issues that af-
fected Americans.

Mr. Speaker, regrettably, this tax in-
crease on the phone bill of all Ameri-
cans has not been done openly in this
Chamber, but rather has been done in
the backrooms of the White House and
in bureaucracies across Washington,
D.C. When the telephone companies
went to the bureaucrats and said we
are going to start telling our consum-
ers about this 5 percent tax that has
been passed on to them, they met re-
sistance. The bureaucrats said, ‘‘You
cannot do that.’’ And so now they are
debating that issue back and forth.

Because of this reason, because of the
backroom deals, today I have intro-
duced a bill called the ‘‘E-Rate Tax
Moratorium Act of 1998.’’ It is going to
do a few simple things. The first thing

it is going to do is it is going to stop
the bureaucrats at the FCC from de-
manding that phone companies tax
Americans.

The second thing it is going to do is
it is going to stop the FCC from de-
manding that the telecommunications
companies participate in the future in
paying more money into this new bu-
reaucracy. It does not destroy this bu-
reaucracy that supposedly is supposed
to help children. It does not stop the
head of this new bureaucracy from
talking $200,000 a year, not that that is
something that we would not nec-
essarily like to do away with.
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But, instead, it puts a moratorium on
it, and it says wait a second, you all
passed this in a manner that the GAO
said was illegal. You broke laws. You
hiked taxes on every single American
with a telephone without doing it in a
fair and open democratic debate. Let us
just put a freeze on it and take up the
issue later.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join in a moratorium on the Gore tax.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). Pursuant to clause 12 of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess until 2 p.m.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 16 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until 2 p.m.

f
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. EWING) at 2 p.m.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

Surround us, O God, with the spirit of
unity as we cherish together our pur-
poses and our aspirations. We know,
gracious God, that you unite us in our
common creation and give us solidarity
in our shared aspirations. You have
also given us individual minds with
which to think, hearts with which to
care, and hands with which to work.
We honor the authentic disagreements
we have with each other even as we
honor each other in our shared objec-
tives and purposes. Help us to hold
high, O God, our noble tasks to your
glory and honor. In your name, we
pray. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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